S ,.; e -s -
- f ; - ? +
© . anglvina Brown, and that dole would not Rocitate Lo L1111
4 o R'gEetilaren. A short tine srior to s aurder 14N wd
-alifroation vilh lele relatd ve Lo & £6,000,00 innebtednoss

clafiec was duc hin by Hale. Shortly after ‘x..?ti.s aitercation, on tie 2.35.
oF Farch 10, 192‘.5 the house nf Wi 114.am E. Spith was blowsn uo b h:m‘%- -
;.“33“.,3* flve-ru"on Kef uf nitro-glycwrin evploted wiuer it, blowi:r the h.oma'io
' atoms snd ¥L1iing Rita Swith, wile of W. B, OSuith, and Hetdic Drook: 1‘.1'&,
& white servant zirl inc .--1taﬁe 2umly, «nd horritly nunsiing the’ body oi
Willian E, .,rm_'i,n, vio 1lived a few hou TS, however, and statad his pelinl
that H:le I"ud ad bim kAl 1lec, .

e - R

—al

R ;t was drvelonad threugh 'in vestl retion by Sureau aeents taet o
~Willicm K, Hale haa'lir.d Jonn Russey ard fox Wieod (1)“ :,' to surder L
Hl liam E, Srith cnd Mo wife ond had subsegquently rrid Davcel) approxivats 1‘1
31600 G for ')»rfuﬂ.i"‘j;'_ the murdar. Toocoe facts were ~reven b'-" L :
' f-i‘-*:};- a confession cotairvd Iron Jomn RKamsoy hwr.lﬁw, &6 vl o2e the aonily

"¢ Ernect Burkheyt, who pointed out Saithli hous. o Rumsoy g Kirby, -
acting urder instructions from #2le, and whe sovght cut Rernoy or tha day

- of tnis murder to ir Jorti him 'i;ha":; Willian k. Hele nod Hoory :

o . _yac)

&riar to alisv L.-’ ,, ;

OTeeT o Qlawive , --'- 40 W o et r,

CETY S0 o Y v
LA B Saddly |1 e A P

. % . - conference, ~nd tuc..t witdian 3—'-. Smith and his w7 f,'h-.*.":li Lo Y

] night. It acvelepod further trat Williom ¥, 'ale had attousted to Rire

:; - the notorious cutluw, Al Spcneer, to cownit Lids wan der, but Sponeor
refus..d, stating thut vhile po ;3 4 no cogmunstinn ol robbiry e drain oo
blcwlnp a safe and Killing inlividuzis in svon oo sotouet, s had net sunk o
30 low ag to surder helpless ndividuals Dor moaery., A0 Sowncorle
refuss] Hale attenpted te hire "8lackie" Thornson, Diek Grege, and Ids

- f2ther, John fregg, te wuraer Wiiliam Sritk and iz fnily, w11 of whom

* refused., :

T | Witliow ¥, dali: brcawe niraid that "acs® Rirkyr, who ractd
in the surd.r ‘i:‘;s, Suith fanily as scb out abo‘ur‘,- aud who zelonll;
the five-egrliion ceh of uitro-glye-vin under he Srith neuss ned set

vould pnke xroen Holots foimcetion with tacse ...luu\—.uu, sal zTeovdl
porsuzded Kirhy to ntlecst thn robbery ol o grocory stirm niw the

OkIlaiicns State ling, zsvuring hirby thot the ovnor of i, procesy stooo
L possafced o ortein valuabls gons, The wvnsr o7 Lhe store vos in turm riorn
of the exact .ur of ths contwplntod cedbory and oy Rirdy forced ntrince
Linte the grocay ot e throvgn the wiiadow, groobel Who v hoseveral loud
buckshot from a siwis i, theroby rewcving o witioss who ¢ uld nove p.n
Halg and his assseiater, -



-

-

g S IR PPy Y L

;,' . I.; additioa to the .a..u'tic'n oI the :*mr-lers thensclves, Taooan
;“ﬁ“a{fcnus discovercd thutrcllie Burkhort, full-Mlood Osopc I-ﬂdh wife o2 e
Erne,..t Rurihart, who ~lone roamzinel bﬁfmcvn Williom Halo's nopliw, bruest oo
Barkiort, and the fortanc of the le.aic Qe fonily, ot b e R
¢ -~ Goverrmont comrencad its Imvesbipaiion of the ense. v s dyirg O s vhat o
23*:“:'“1:&13 ‘believed to be slw: neisoninge lt is an aebalhs f“ '“’. 1ac:':, thoth oos on oo
28 % 36 she wos potten ub ol the comdrel o mrk.'n.r‘:. 213 L’ o osho iroziately

25 s
2 6 rcgained ‘her-health un:! is !z.v“nb .,L,c‘.:;,

NP rt b gt gt g g DI F IR U e L D
o i

v N
D

28 "3 In cnwuuct...n investicatione o Ghoos, vurdors on. Jpocinl gnt i
29’ f.“:,t‘m chbra..L ‘Burcan of Invecbirobicn posed 45 an Indien poddelns . in un
- undercdver inves ti "at.mn, ¢l~imin~ 4o be odin seryceh of relillves vhic had

} i L] =
;2‘_ moval ©o Oklahomn several years bofurs. i iade o “Lelne arouad

C - Y . SR, PR S NPT T I L S R N amed e S
12 " FRIIAX, CONSLETITY LOSULY O EwaClontu wiuCr, Jni w e Sy thnc
Y -Indizons, wvisited in thoir homes, attowde? fhoir cor:::qni'x_s , thereby

32 ‘gaining nuch ugend inforoabion, Moo ordy 2id t..o cgont actins 28 a
34 nedicine mar in actunliy JispensinT the swectunad wil !

3§ ﬂair thelr confidenee anl cobp\,rr.tl-:n, but no oisc s
= ‘ned...cin. 7, in the inner circle ant tribol couaeils, help'.n;'

..
I8 wpld}‘ for the adinlstration of thoir tribel problers and zoverni .mt.

,o---_“‘." Ancti;er Soeeil) Ariint of the FPoderal Zureeww of

:1. woridn; unuercover on L. czsc, posel as an lusurinet salomun
«‘.* 3 -

‘80l 1ife insurance oF a lesitinate choractor, therelbr goining

3 ] “

r

:2 the haues of influestinl citizons and gathering uselful nforral’
3 “the citizens refused to give Lo poverment arents oponly tecouse of' t‘*elr
f: fear of Willion I, H2lee In c-om‘c.ctw on with Lhisg sal~ of life insurane: 2
¥2 - of -course, inforunticon alovt the derconal halits and ~uier {3pas of _ -
%6 1n.f sriation aveileble t~ insuranc: companics wovld 1o obinind, and ‘
" frequently this 1n...or:mtion weuld have o direet deariic on tho different M
- angles of the casc mdor inve vtigaticne This apemi e n.._c‘t.ua Villian Ke
71 89 . !-Tn'lp Fum.ﬂlf under 1is rulse of an dnsuranco salesmen, and alinrd fuccow -

Le iy L wemawAtw LW L. 4 4 dl.wd 3

[

Still ancther Spoeics. Acont of the Tederal Burcau of Investingds

a p..rt «fa :ﬁ. in Texas CoviNn, andd csvahl'rs.‘u’ clu..\, _ssoc‘at:..,r.
;nf of Hal.ts intinates and mp luyoes, 211 of wirom unlmowingly

;}ggtﬁm o useful inf rrati.ne The apents of tr: Federsl Buremu of Tne
tigatton who were working undercovor on this cese often met in renote
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Sgerous nlaces in the Osc Lge courtry, such .. t' wood. nreviously
¢ & meel ;3 place 1 AL 5p. cer an’ hds embia ing, « . Dend P
where rmany murders =1d rotheries lud beev plotled., Two . =u n af
Mpderal Bureav of I m,st:.gatlrn, topether with a liv.ionawt 3. v
sB.sbe Burean of Criminal Identifi:ation ¢f Zllalwa. upon one ocerilsn -
2 sat up for two nights and days with a tumilet witners bofere cbtaini.-
“fastatement from him, The intorostilar incidents cccur.ings i <he in-
=t"-9,*1o'1 aud, the frick of the b...u.‘by parties involved in thess mur-
“ere too nurerius Lo ameontion, - o

k]

: 3 A "urt_: Lavacs: wotru Yba~us®t confession cauced FLseau arenie many

> hours of vieary wor#, *u-.a L's rescase into custody of the a,_ tatr, proved

L0 be a gluiton, w.o .Le te.vone steak una French-frie? palilocs three

" tines & day. Upct hic rics. visit to a raletiris with agomts, upon
reaching tae cachlier re ous £l S0 Love Jour nice:s of ple -nd thre.  ~

ipleses of cuiko upon L s triy and complalacd of Th} Aoinet thet he hod no i“uct'*

for g'\mgut dishh” ~

C i . TDewey S:Arh, & matiri.d Govirmamt witness, Yostified te the fact
58 d - .h_t he was hirdd Y- Willimm K, dele to m rder Ilscy Morrisonis wife, He
' T 7 wde released from une ‘,yrar".se '.‘wsw, Jall to v.o5tify, =nc while bieing hild ™
.= : 2t Duthrie, Oklchoma, with other nalerial witn.sses who had teen transferred -

0.0

533‘_@; trom the Kansar Stato Penitentiary, ne wie 170t In a jfall cell or whiel all
12 A7 the bars were found to have )wen parily saret. He showed his appreciziion
<3¢ /by breallng cut the sawe! Yars and was sulisegueniay located by Bureau

;; ' a,;ents clad enly 'u his ww e:':.'.othmb, attemoeting. te hide in a varrel at

‘v A pressing shop &t Puwiucka, Oklahoms, wherc he was raving his suit pressed,
35 He gave as his 1easun for the jail break that he intended calling on & lady’
friend, who, ircidentaily, was his ex-wifc, Cecilia Iigheart, full-hlcod
?sagb wonarn.

On another cccasion Sulph wallied oub <o o “riadiorn j.-ur*r, tcuc'r.ng

. with him the Jjailer's pistol, and afterwards stols an awi.mciile, “--cb

; he made s escape. e wao recapiured by Bureau asants v o subseguindh 4y
.and returned to testify at the irinl of Hale, Lewey Scliph's next aliemp

“to escapc, aflour lavine beer returned to thic Arkanstis State Penitentiary :
£ Py 5

to comrlete 2 s.ulence there, resulted {ut lly For hii.

c wWhilc th-. wae actiuclly ir progivst & rurcau agent obliined
1‘111. ormation to th 1 ¢ f‘f‘(,ct. thot Hilo wis rovcdvin, lotiors from 2 witness whe
H..d merjured himsoll al Hale's former trizl. This coeni scarched Holots
aiud Jocated in the tuuaclolhl g 4.0 Titvers fren Lhe vliness cloilg :
haa perjur=. himecll in b.lefs bohalf at the lust trial and fnierded
‘80 w:ain, This itness was sub-ey-ntly s.unt 1o the Staic Periiirdiafy,
fe oa a charge « - urder, und th: statam nis w2re introducced sp.inst 3
t ’115 final 7.1, '

us ‘ An attorner for ilkle Loc.und two tromos aad enrifully school € S
anain hclping prepare a defense for the trial of ials, The alert sgonts

- T I T

it N R L ok 4 O
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Pirceu 1iscovered thic ritustion, ared cqnf‘uss‘m -4”‘:'9'& 4]

Ly proversed tlisly aopewrance at the trial. .ao*.“t: witnoes2s ariamnl¥

eptdfy wvoluntarily wothe trial of Halo gul Jamons i e oi¥a.ss w@ﬁ-

gonbenices bectuge ol thody periursd toeotimerny, ot ned owedd

.ﬁl;hm wLS F.O0. li.or, whe was givern & semtence ol twe relrs '1'3 A3
Lo

-

_ ‘Penitentiary and fiuned 5100.00. Other fvionds and celabives o7
¥1a = - - DA Ll 2 mmned maee b o f maasded A e Smd o -\‘nr:vw
;MR WE'I'E 5(7}‘(—‘341(".‘1. L@l Ll 1.l CULLEL e Wl LW, Ldidd LU __.l-.li'.-ﬁ.kd (il......
+ vwith the leral arorress of ile court, - S
John Ramsey, upon his trial fgr murder, offeved zn alili to Lhe.

- effect thut o wes rot in Fulrfax, Ckizhone, on the date of th. munier or
C-plriek he wag being irled. Investipation Ly agents of the Burcwu tc"ulteu
i the”“rod‘-:ct,mm el the Lotel sopisbir of on eld Indian woman vho had
:‘_’g”""y ;,;"omcrly opcrated o sotzi o Fairfux, Oklahura, reficcting that Ramsey
% Cwna Setudlly rogistered In this iotel on the day of th: murdsr. This

: Twlﬁ on owoman

+ L

Lok Yoo Ao FTog '111 TR i f-‘7.’-'-_“'.?' [, 1 ’1‘};'r?

worman, it clopez, hed buer Dumnicshed,

_presumibly woriing incthc luterewl of dale, 1w
change hor toe tmrm" This loayar ubanuant vi 5 n1 -*ru.c:d rzlf_:,d-:'uh“
cmonths in 2 Federal Peonitontiocoy fr.r 'l*.'ais action on biie pari.

¢
HA
¢

. A\

) Upon tho pubernseful corclusion oi the cdscrs asainst Hale and
'?&*‘-"{ % *Ramsey and the obher individuvile involvod in the !"‘L.“dz“ g, the Csige
‘Indians, through their tribul council, pussed ros OluT].un enrollud
+ upon the records of ti‘u“‘tribes, cxrregoing thelir ropreci ;tiu,r of th:
= . great serviee rendercd Ly arenteo of the Pedornl ;_*._r(,;..u ol Invoetigstion |
' in btreaking up the vieiou, murder ring which hud Leen preying upon thal &

tribe for yours. o

Willioam K. Halo and Join Ramsey wers tried Jour Uimoes - tades
in the Poederul Ddstrict Cowsrt ot Guthrde, Zkichoma, cpnes in the F
 Districi’Court at Cklahoms Cit., Gllalicns, and one. Ly 5. Feleral
"+ Distriet Court at Pawhuulw, Oklahoma, resulting in thoir being convicted
fer thr miréer of -Henry Noan and sen ,\.‘.r-rad wo 1ile inp sriconment in ihe
- Federal Peniteniiy ob Leavenserth, Kanszz. These two comyinllons werg
. in the Federul Court, duae Yo the Tact t.m.., Lhe Uaited Stooes hed L
Jurisdiction ovor iic aw ..11. pigcs nicws tenry Roan vas musdered.  Othae
. senttences imposed in ihs statc ceoels fov musicrs over which the United .
S Ghatos ! a0 Furledistlon woere Brioes? ?z;: dert, Llfc fnprieommant sdor

.}
PO | vy v ~ TETYY T T Cwm Uy copm o g %
AL In vhe oo of Wil E, Smith oant o8 N LB Y ﬁvfr.LS(}n,

r

Thd s e

FR ™ W= S|
1ile imorisomncnt for tho muardor of Anng Brows, while Zryan Jurithart,
 brothor ~f Tinost Jurkhart, tunzd stele's cvidenee in state oourd EFITH

IL is intor-stineg te aote that wpon the tirsy triai o8 Hais o d)
gl Fod orad Dieisich Cowrl puled thet L0 ™ 00 po jurd dietlon Cun B
asc, oniy to be rooowscd Ly Uhe Snureae Cousl of toe Unitua .,t‘x"mzs "
n the cumparzi®rely short | Liod of twoady~ftve dupa. From the
com] trizl of Hole und Ramszy in the Yoderal Cowry at Gt e h“}"_}
13 ‘cculted,  Tle casc was ralrisg b Sklahwma Clty in e Foderad
Dist x_u.ct CWI‘L at Oklahoma (4% .,, Ux.lahom, aﬂﬂ Lolul 5,_W, LA LAZETY WG
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FF Bor ™, Jomn RAMBEY ' rsivx Lt
- CRIE OF I IAN RESERVAT 108
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_ On March 2, 1949, HARLAN q ;0
polao. ,Ideho, advﬁod SA DAVID W, MURRAY at’ Boisn thet he had that cula &
" dfron‘gﬂl a ﬂotter to WALTER K U‘EICH". Pirole Execu*iva, U‘ﬂi‘bed Statey o

- Wt .

%

) »*f" '-‘ *""

T

L. AILL, ‘United statn vroaaticn 07 Moery

28 el
&

¥ ”;ddunx Iho in praspntly paroled ‘under HILL's supoer. is:.on. ‘ }E.LL atatod »‘1‘1
*’*M ..1stter ‘roquested URICH to confer with the Direotor conserning informstion
" g appearing ‘{n the aomio book entitled “STEVF SAUNDFRS, Speoitl Agent, Pai¥
¥ for March, 1949 In oonnection with the 1nformatlon Bppearing in thie
. ‘k“" l_",&-m_ ‘,..',_', - . i : .
AT R.AHS“I‘ ‘served 21 yoars of a life sentence for his par*‘;ai sation -
» the ‘Osage Yndian Murders in {klahoms, He was uorsled from the Unlited -
tates Penifentiary, Leavenworth, Eansas, sone tine ayo 81d i1g precantly’
H.v!.ng with & son At MoCmll, Idslo, -His—F3F-nunber i3 343655 Some R
_ugo R.MSEY lpseured at MILL's otfioo 'An Bolse with the iferch isuua A e,
v @boYe mentioned gomic book. We told WILL that a person living in !’OC‘ Ly
: z:zhld callod his attention to the faot that the neme, JCIN R’/ .FY, 2p srreld
“7in the ‘ploture story ooncerning the Odage Indian “urders, Sinos that time
gouip fn the srall WoCall community has plagusd Ri¥3IRY, whe~is 5§ yesrs
aid_ His nrnf.ut to HILL related to the use of his neme in the story

W

g'a,l, utated that the artiocle reports the details of RAMSEY's perticmm ien - -
- in the Osage Indian Murders and infers that the story is based on nu &v .wl S
Sl Pﬂtma:g and indicates the characters in the story sre sutheatic with ¢ s
! exooption of STEVE SAUNDERS, Specisl Agent. HILL assumed the artiols h..d iE
epared with ‘the oooporation ot the i e
'%!!ILL fnls tha net result o!‘ the artioie, especlv.u" slnge 1t |
mu. has jntorrerod with RAI!SEY'I puolo ndjustmert. At preceat

"
_th
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shas ‘bti leavse }!ccnll and loctte alsewhero but doss not, haﬂ ‘the.
ds to do"so. RAMSEY told HWILL ke felt his debt to society had been
tally paid and sees no reason why fiotiticus nemes wers not used in
i t‘u preparntion of the artiale, - HILL. ﬁpronsod the asme sentiment lnd, J.:n
- letter to his’ superior ‘asked that attempts be umade to cmider thet TadhR
Ly ot pomi;c:mg articles .t'og""ﬁ'publi.o oonsmption o use thnfraa.l W
rt _ : .

Attemptl ‘were mndo nt Boiu to secure the uaroh 1esue of the )
.:toromentioned oomic book with negative results, Yews stands sre now -
featuring the vey, 1949, isaue of this publication:- -

SR 'l'he above is being furnished for information purposes inapaucs’
a8 .I.'k ‘would Appear /thers is - possibility the matter may be brouzht to the -

ttention of sureay: off’ioiall by the’ prole ‘E:xeou*bive of tha mxted s*atu e
"Ba-rd ‘of Pn-olo. TR e R o e e .

Ar LenT

»vg'#‘y. f_rul_y you.ra;

. BT |
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Hederal Burrau of Investigation :
Unifed States Department of Jusgice
P. 0. Box 308 '

‘nn++. lln;rﬁ-an-

A e

naroh 5, 1949
Ky }d

ATTENTION ORIME RECORDS

L]

-5

Re: JOHR RAMSEY
CRIME- ON INDISN RESERVATION,

. . farmnoo Yy L
. ] \mURUER S o

LI N

e Om Maroh 2, 1949, HARLAN L, HILL, United States Probation O*xxour,
. Boiso. Idaho, advised SA DAVID ¥, MURRAY at Boise, that he h:d that date

= " directed a letter to WALTER K. URICH, Parole Executive, United States

Board of Parole, Washington, D. (., relating to the above captioned indi-

" widual who is presently paroled under HILL's supervision. ¥ILL status this

letter requested URICH to confer with, the Director concerning inforn:tion

appearing in the comic book ontitlsd?“STEVF SANDERS, Speoisl Agent, ®BI™

for Marsh, 1949, In connection with the information appearing in tnis

. ocomic book, HILL related the following:

RAMSEY azarved 2] veara of a 1ife sentence for his rticimation

AWAArUe 4 Wwra ¥ g - - fias PRe Vava g

_ 1n the (sage Indian Murders in Oklahoma, He was paroled from the Tnited
" States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, some time ago and is presently
living with a son at MoCall, Idaho, RisFBImmber—is 3MIS5. Sous time
ago RAMSEY appearod at HTLL'a office in Boise with the Marcn issue of the

e e A1l o o o eaa mie I YYRre B B

EUO"O menuloneu oomu: DDOI. HB VOJ.CI il ‘ﬂu‘ﬁ a porsvi J.].V.L"' ln kﬂW&A" -
: "hed called his attention to the faot that the name, JOHN RAMSEY, appeared )

"in the pioture story conscerning the (Osage Indian Murdera, Since that tinme gﬂ_
gossip in the small McCall commumity has plagued RAMSEY, who is 65 ysar: ;g{:
o0ld, His protest to HILL related to the use of his name in the story. i
HILL stated that the article reports the details of RAMSEY's partlcipation™
~in the (Osage Indian Murders and infers that the story is based on en aotual
FBI -oase snd indicates the oharecters in the story are suthentic with tne
exception of STEVE SAUNDERS, Speoiel Agent. HILL &ssumed tha artiocle hed
3580 . “‘been prepared with the oooperation of the FBI. .

.- . :,;r_.-.

; - . HILL feels the net result of the article, sspeoially since 1t 2
- neme RAMSBY, has _interfered w;th RAMSEY's parole adjustment(/ At pregeni

"D s FCL RECORDED . 5  Fr T TS

AMsD | ’ INDEXED -




FE
o #
il T ' *
» T - .
RAMSEY - CIR (MURDER) '

ﬂlsm wishes to leave Mo(Call and looats elsewhere but does-not have the

£7s . funds %o do so, ' RAMSFY told HILL he felt his debt to society had been

i6 ,._.'ggf-: partially paid and sees no reason why fictitious names were not used in . . ..

17 % ¥ the preparation of the article. HILL #xpressed the same sentiment and in .

| 1875 _his letter to his superior asked that.attempts be made to oonsider the s

-‘,&;-.-#?rﬁldvisability’of .permitting artioles for public consumption to use the reel
29}‘,%’5}&1:”.0! sub ject parties. o - R

2R : o

59 .

23 ot

245

- | Attempts were made at Boisé to seoure the Maroh‘issuo_of the

_aforementioned comioc book with negative resultg, XNews stands are now. -

7 featuring the Yay, 1949, issue of this publication.. , .
. K \-i. - e

+

o - fhe above is being furnished for information purposes inasmuch .
- a3 it would appeay there is o possibility the matter may be brought %o the
attention of Bureau officials by the Parole Executive of tie United States .

Board of Parole. . :

ar . -

o . ' - Very truly yours,

o W41 Banobs

W. G, BANISTER
SAC







oo f‘l yo may reocll t thc 1920'3, Uizlian EQ*

_A and olhers were’ oouutctcd in. coan otion with he:
”llr of varfous. Osoge Indians.  4As an _expresaton of .
appreciction, the tribal counetl of the Oscoe Indfons -
, adopdcd resolutions comncnding Bureau Agents [jor thei:r .
R quttgatiou in cormcction nith the sy murder.:.

.| i T é_,,- .

RO Bureau files do uot contazr capiea of thece .
roso.‘!ut!nn dut rcfzecf that “thcy are enrolled on the
.lrecor &r S ot / : e

"

- You arc inatruoted to. obtata, jf pbssibié;-'f"rﬁ.i-

: v
}—-.pho‘ugraph‘lq ‘wopiea of these ‘resolutions cad Jorward - .
- Shem _to the ‘Burecu under d.bauc capt:.or not lcter t!zar B
.Stpﬂubcr .!, 1903. ST : - B-E
¥ & AL
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, OKLAHOMA CITE B-28-53  ©  °

DIRECTOR, FBI === A’I"I‘ENTION : CRIME RECORDS
?
LLIAM K %IE » OSAGE INDIAN HD'RDERS RESEARCH (CRIHE REC(RE) E"?

REBUIET mmmuausr 1, 1953. mwr.snmnou AT OSAGE Irmzw

AGENTS T. B. WHITE, FRANK S. SHITH JOHN L?‘ B{HGE'R JOHN K. WREN

,1:_. o
3, o

:; i AEX S'PREET, ALONG WITH SEVERAL OTHER INDIVIDUALS AND ATTORNEYS,
;;§4 A ¥ATTER OF RECSRD. PHOTOSTATIC COPIES ARE BEING PREPARED AND VILL
ig }i’“ o | BE RELEASED TO BUREAU UPON APPROVAL OF OSAGE INDIAN COUNCIL WHICH:
¥ ; bi ' MEETS SEPTEMEER 14, 1953. TRIBAL ATTORNEY DOES NOT DESTRE 10 |
2 ; : . RELEASE WITHOUT CONSENT OF TRIBAL COUNCIL BUT ADVISES COUKCIL WTLL S
';2 ©© APPROVE. UACB WILL OBTAIN PHOTOSTATS AFTER lhth AND FORWARD 0
UK., BURRAU.
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** 03408 IDIAN WURDERS L
- Ez:smcz (081!1‘ xscm.ns) o

: PN
i ‘e You moy recell, Lizsis: § or Ligzie Kue a3 t’u
r.of Mo de Burkhori, Rito Xile¢iSmith, and Anna Brown,
Tatter tup beiny victina in the murder plota, There 1s.°
indigotien ¥n Bureau files that Lizzie @ had @ Jourty .
nhter, ¥inniec Xile, who was said fo be norried to one 3111
L Rita Itle Smith, at the time of her_ceath, wus the
;‘c o{ ¥. E. (B{l1) Skith, clso o murder vickim.
"‘0

: o “ Anna 3rown a3 aurcered on May 22 is2l. HMimnie
' ?__1‘ i’tlc uaiﬂt died in early 1922. ¥, F A "aith cne his wife, .
, %ﬁc Ki.lc S‘ntth, bo‘n tuled in liargh, 1523,., T
‘ zs*i\?s R ALER

ot 1
L]
M

gt

'eatatc‘ going to her nother Lizxie @, her cisters Hollie

11:1

B o> Burkirart and Rita-Xtle Snith, ond & half sister, Gracc Zighs &
< 3, Mp u uo unttos of .aunnte Iilc Sntﬂz ce betng owe of );:r
‘ 35 ﬂ-{_‘f‘.??,‘ ‘;‘ ,_. 3 :

e I Lme Burean dcstrca to know

R

Ij' Li:xic Q ha.d a dcughter nanwd Htrmie?

‘;~~¢'“’i’ -
Lo e If thc Bill Smith wio woe 20id ta be
" mrrted to L‘tuato was fuentiool with *he 2311 Sk7 N

;. pho vos married to kiic Kile Saith?,

ol

_ "":'. 3. What oonnection, if any, did ! inﬁ‘is &
& 85 death have tn the genercl acheme < the wurderery tlc

e - oceatar the inleritance of Liwzxte (Q's fomily Xin
: %ﬁ hcmdo of Ernest Burthart, Hollie's husbg 7~

1‘1,’)38 _

e 3

Sone light nay ‘be thed on this, ;.robf
t?s; wrtage recarg; af Jaocge Colgntp to’ dctsraine l:_.ﬁm i. ?. e
oh mpried ki Klg gt e e Isaeed o ]
’d’hcf .Buradeg_al-co désires gcnaral dauj‘ concerning 'usr e
$8# 2owns., Thia data will probably be read;lg,,guh o
_ ‘ﬂ_hafldoa)‘ Q ;zbcr of uomroc. e '
:'. ‘91':'3‘ " + BN B " P T .
N Thls mb ?r:.l Yhould be forwarded to the Bureczf. “R!‘m‘,
a&#o;&,ﬁpt _lyter than 5epte-bcr vy 18958,

5’ . i-DvJ i of N ) A o
.rol.low-u de Septenbcr 8, 173.1’»—* % M o -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IRVESTIGATION

UH!'!’H) BTATES DEP OF JUSTECR

- AIRTEL
. t tho fonowing TENEINEo wosBage to:

qOMA CITY - 9-3-53_

OR, FBI -- ATTENTION: CRIME RECORDS

'}r
¥0 AGENT AVATLABLE PAWHUSKA, OKIA., UNTIL SEP?T. k, 1953, AT WHICH

'!’IHE IHFOMTION DESIRE HILL BE OBTAINED AND ii'UBNISHED BURJZAU.
S
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i B us ‘INDIAN MURDERS =%
A cam RECORTS )

‘I'hrough tho cooperation o.fAMR ‘T, B. HALL, Superinterdent,
Indian Agency, Pawhuska, Oklshoma,. photostatic copies of the
‘;;gl.ut;ons commnding Bureau agents-and others for their mvestlgat:.on
su‘bsoquent ‘p'i‘bsecution "of the above capticned murders were obtumd
x,, or to, the meeting of the Osage Indian Tribal Council on September :
ih, 1953 and are being rorwa.rded o8 anclosures. T

“ w““” IE Q. &r LIZZIE KIIE had & daughtér mamed NINMNTE. She - -
Q £our daughters ). na.mely, MINNIE, MOLLIE, ANNA and RI‘I‘A. "

{ R § L2276 §"(osegs allottea#?BZ) was born in 1849. She was *
marrled to JIMMY NE-KAH-E-SEY (Osage allottee #281) who died March 18,
e __}’191.3. <.They had four daughters, MINNIE {(Osage allottee#285) who was e ‘

% %" vorn in 1890; MOLLIE (Osage allottee#295) born in 1887; ANNA (Dsage
allottea#258) born 1896, and RITA (Osage sllottee #2%h) born in 1891. T

e S o Bl

g "MINNIE married BILL (W. E.) SMITH sometime about 1912 (exac:
: T date not ‘peflected on records) and died in Septerber, 1918. SMITH -

% had formerly been married and had a daunghter, ELTA RONERS.  The
estat-e "left by MINNIE was probated one half to LIZZIE Q., ner mother

.]E_ and the other, half to W. E. SMITH. - i },.;_.;«.;,;,_A
PO mxu was murdered May 22, 1.921 and her estate was PI'Obat‘kl |
‘ tO LIZZE Q. - : "" . ks , i L

- LIZZIE Q. dled July 17, 1921 and her estate was dlnded _
A 'Ig'betwean RITA KILE SMITH and MOLLIE BURKHART, each receiving ons ha.li' W,
" 44 ghare. . - _ _ :

-

2 “RITA KIIE SMITH married W. E. (BILL) S¥ITH in 1620. GMITH
:‘ghad formerly been married to MINNIE and had inherited one half of
estate. Af this time W. E. SMITH and RITA owned one half the g
ate of MINNIE and’ "alsotorikr half the estate of LiZZIE Q. The other U
“of LIZZIE Q's estalid was owned by MOLLIE BURKHART. According e
testimony takerd W¥tTe probating the estate of W. E. and RITA - _ -, ik
» they bec‘we Yorned and were 91‘ the oplnlon that someons 5 - ~ OERp
. . . S L ) “oi y
”'uw O Pk . RECORDED,, R
‘ - '."" o R ’ ' .
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'mighfb atteanpt t¢ wirder them and without. amm's?mwledgo’%w'
“draw g will, leaving ons half their estate to ELYA-ROGERS 4
hter i W, E.'SMITH, and “the other half:to GRACE BIGHEART, &.

:,gw of RITA, less five dollars which they bequut.heu e :
Y2 BRXHARY, sister of RITA.  ¥This will was not common knovledge.
he ' date—ef~the explosion’ which resulted in the death of RITA
% 10, 1923 -and SMITH'S death March 1, 1523, If the will °
had ot “éxisted MOLLIE BURKAHRT would have inherited all the estate
'af the SMITHS. After much litigation the court probated the.will,
giving ELLA ROGERS one half, MOLLIE BURKHART one sixth, the GRACE
BIQHEART est.at.a one aixth and JOHN BIGF ART JR., one suctb. :

*.;'“Q

A .avea’ ‘bhat now constitu‘tes Osaga Conntj' waa pl.rchasad in
' 8?24;9‘*‘1:110 ‘United 5tates Govermment. from the Cherokes Nation for use"
, “as-a reservation for the Ogage Tribe, and during that year the Oszges
*. moved onto their reservation. The transactidn ¥as not ccmpleted,
~“however, until June 1, 1883, the date of the execution of the deed.
The“prico paid was $1,099,127.h1, which is about 70 cents an acre. ... .
* YSome. years ‘latpr the bonuses'and royalties from-the oil leases on e
-~ each, o;’ ‘the many. tracts of 160 acres within thg reservation amounted .
f”'j.o sox‘e than twice the purchase price of the entire reservation; * =
A ﬁx'%am Lox %‘ period: of ‘eight years beginning in 1520, the averagew-'
annual income ‘of each member of the’ Osage Trlbe exceeded the or1g1nm.-

,vpr;tce ,5?: tha mservation. L e - ' ] _ e T
R - O I ‘ : S
Af R “The Osage Indian Reservation was owned in common by the

L tribe .t‘or 3iy years. Then, by an act of Congress approved June, 1900,
> ",‘ the 1land included in the reservation was divided among the 2,229 o
~members, each'receiving an allotment of 657 acres. The coal, gas,
.’ ‘ol and other minerals were reserved by this act o the Osage Tride .
: fj.n&comnon for a period-of 25 years following April 0, 1605. This .
e period of ownerghip in common has had- several extensions, the last PRUN
5 "'being by an act- of Congress whzch advanced the date to April 8, 1»\.3. =

.|‘.
i
%

R Dsage County, the la.rgeat county in. Oklahoma, containing:
4n area‘of 1,470,059 acres, is in the northeastern part of the State
a'djo:.nmg the Kansas-Oklahoma line. The boundaries of this county

. coincide with those of the Oszge Indian Reservation. It is 2298 .6 ‘,-"A

* «.gquare miles in size, which is more than twice as large in area as

__ the entire State of Rhode Island and nearly 250 square mles larger o

s -t.han *hha State of Delawaro. B

i At t.he present time it contaa.ns t.he foliowing tmmS'

ka., Fop. 6,500; Fairfax, pop. 2,300; Barnsdall, pop. 1,50:0;

3. PoP.-2,300; Shidler, pop.. 800; Osage, pop. 500; Avant, pop. -

’Hynona, pop. ?00, Burbank, pop. 200, Wabb City, POP. 200; and &

I R

;ﬂg of the _pou.nny borders on the- (uuy limits uf_ Tulsa, Oru.e..umm

‘t- -
B ?'“? 7. - _-”‘i\ . T g Yot E . . _ e .
iy .‘ " ] ﬂ‘&'y.r ot '_.ﬁ;.l-u ,‘}“\' - ‘.‘-‘4‘-?:“ --2-.' hl i.:‘ e L“ . ,‘; :; L ‘1‘1 '_-“‘...“ wPA :,‘ N
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g "h&s e'varal 1arge housing davelopmen’bs.
g

G “'}At t‘xe tlma of thg abovxe capt;onod murders s the goar by w..z
s, T :S.eqe_ing aboom in the exploration and development of the oil and
ga) fields and there, were mmaroun towns and villages which are no
- Jobger in e::i.s%ence or are at the ‘present time very small, consisting
: ﬁt “Post-Office, store and railroad station with loading pens for -~
;ptock. ‘l'he followmg towns were in existence at that time:

Barnsdall
.-Foraker .
= T'0Osage

Toims naw nonms;en‘b

'f"-\ 'I'he‘i county has several ranches containing over 10, 000 acres
p.nd the raising of commercial beef cattle is a major agrlcultural
rindustry. «The bil. production has fallen from.the boom days but®
..8everal "u:f the older fields are being weter flonded and.the recovery
X _’( ,zot 01l b_v ‘this method will amount to as much oil as was orlg;nally
taken ‘from the various pools. The North Burbank pool in the Raval’
_1Rese;‘va lease is expected to produce 75 mlllion moTa barrels durlﬂ.g
B "‘the‘ next t.wenty ‘years. : L X

Wi ;'There is enclosed with the photostatlc copies of the above
mentloned resolution, various material obtained from the Pawhuska

; .:-HChanber of Commerce concernmg Pawhuska and Osage County .
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UNITBD STATES DKPm OF JUSTICE

-
e e o S A e S

- 9/18/53 -

__ MILLIAM K@ALE ET AL,. OSAGE INDIAN MURDERS, RESEARCH (cRIVE RK:UP.IB)
nmmmrm. 9/14f93, PROPER SPELLING OF RAY HORSE IS TWO worms.__. \mg
—cmx HORSE WAS AN TNDIAN cowrnm A.quoxm'rsmr SIX VILES SOUTHEAST
) cs‘ FAIRFAI, oxwom AT TIME oF MURDERS. IT} %AS_A CROSSKOADS
WHICH m ONE STORE THAT HAD FORMERLY BEEN AN INDIAN TRADING POST

Iu THE BARLY DAYS, AND FOUR OR FIVE HOUSES. A "ERE HAS ¥ii' NO STORE
mm FOR ABOUT TEN YEARS, BT THE COMYUNTTY IS STTLL KNOYN AS
" GRAY HORSE.

- BLLSYORTH

ro i .
v | %5 '1.«-77""1
- !
et e

3¢ DR R11955

| Spocia.l Agontr

R S




- Date &f Remaval / —_—

submitted by

haa boen removed for }11‘./,*4’4«

.

a/ f’/?lmzd(ﬁ" L ﬁ’*sﬁ)‘&r."

o y%m&g Gw b
. .
. A

This is tobe removed rrom file upon the return of t he itep end

]1. ».4_
: rox'warded to the Courdinaltor of Mall and Files

4

I

®, .
* ‘

‘-:'J -

S . -

-

: ‘3

»: 3

38 * S : Removed by ;‘-n’-‘f;—m/"‘
3

1g Dqte Request Recaiveﬂ

9 - . ’ T e )
.;in.:,;.._ | : | File Kumber (. &'~ LSS |

=
p
K
=
&

WY D e
owv®

O WIS

o A aZy b W N A R SN

Vi
IRt



a.

—ce Meﬂ%umdum UNITED smEs GOVBRNMEN';;

"-dfr,. ¥ichols); | ? "““?' ,4&?“

N AT |

't @su@:v: INDIAN\ MURDER CASES ;

g -

% 16 e Attached is a sir-page memorandum concerning the Osage'

< ~¢*41hdian murder cases which you requested. Emphases have been placed

.3.won thc dranat;cul highlights of the Bureau’s inpestigation in tu&Sﬂ;ﬂ
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. ‘%7 . The investigation of the brutal Osage Indian mi g
vt owhRoh gccurred  in the early twamtieth™ century wos one of the
.. most complicated. and difficult investigations ever conducied”
e % the FBI. Just prior to initiation of the FPBI's investigation,

'~ "’pearly two dozen Osage Indians died under suspicious circumstances.
 The entire 0sage Indian tribe, a8 well as the white citizens af: &

Oosage County, Oklohoms, were forror-stricken and in fear for

e R e B R R 1 e R
P

B T e Y i IO R0 R

% «their lives, T e

T ‘f‘fr . A I I . e ‘Z >
A< The tribal council passed ¢ resolution requeating #h
‘' aid of the Federal Government in Solving these murders, end 4
FBI's investigative machine went into action. e
o ‘ n . > . -
L ;gp_JunL, 1906, the Federal "Government enacted o low-
‘under which the 2,229 members of the Osage tribe were to receiy
an equal nomber of shares known a8 head rights. The Osage Indidn
‘Reservation, which i& identical with Gsage County, Oklahoma, con
_si8ts of a million and o half acres of+Indian gllotted land.: 4R
"Osage Indian born after passage of this act would inherii only R8s
_proportionaote share of his ancestor’s head rights. 011 was later. .-
discovered on the Osage reservation, and overnight the Osage '
became the wealthiest people per capita in the world. e

Among the many adventurous prospectors und other whi
“men who drifted into the Osage territory was a men whose desire
- for riches and power was devoid of scruple - William . Hole, late:
. dubbed "Xing of the Osage,” who was a cowpuncher from Teras.. He '«
became immensely wealthy through his dealing with the Osage Inditnz
‘and eventually became o millionaire. Hale's nephews, Ernest and ¥%
Bryan Burkhart, who either came with Hale to Osage or Joinsd kim-
_later, were employed by Hale and completely domincled Ly hime - &
e T "Lizzie Q, otherwise known as Lizzie Kile, wes an‘Ogcge:;
equaw who in 1920 was already o0ld and in poor health. Lizzie @'s
estate aopproximated $200,000. She had three doughters, Anne, lodl
and Rita. Anng was o notorious character who had had several ajfa.
"’ with white men from time to time, and she wes formerly married to
v ‘on@.Odie -Brown., In 1920 Anna's estate cpprorimated $100,000,
Anna had been somewhat intimate with at least one of the Burkheri
i~ doys but apparently she was too notorious for even the Surkharts ¢
. atract a formal marricge; however, Anna had money and the gitcke.
8 large. Rita married one William E. Smith, o white mci, {2 :
om she lived up to the time of her death. Mollie becare The:
@w  fe_of -Ernest Burkhart, Hale's nephew. Mollie appecrs te hgwe .
% - :Ogen the int nded means of drawing to Hale, through the Burki”
the assets of the entire family. B

Lo -2637 S24

E‘:'L‘_;; '-535.
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6 Jh 1920 ITizzie ¢, the aged mother, was bra;aht ta "RESE
20, “home where shé lived with her daughler Mollis and her: s
$ = She was the second of the faomily taken dzrectly ‘under theg:
9_5 ale In the general scheme. Farly in 1821 Lizcie § duveéh
. whioh very evidently would result in her decth. &he heg %
g oy %o make o will, leaving the bulk of her estate to Ernest
8 125 Burkhart¥e wife und children. But there were even higher stakes ¥

G ‘_-3 «vou.-n.ﬁ.[f the o0ld woman should outlive Anna Brown, then, under the”

' .-eof the State, Lizzie @'s fortune would be increcsed by half of Anna '
L "Brown’s estate. However, if Anna should outlive her mother, the greaur '
Lo ‘5 part of her fortune would be diverted to colloterals.’ R

On May 27, 1921, a hunting party found the body of Anmz Bram‘ _
o < raviue about three miles from Fairfar, Oklahoma. She had apparently
20 ch ‘dead’ for five 07 six days, and a bullet hole was dzscouered ,tu t
21% 8 ct of her badly decompoaed and swollen head. =

N 23 ) .. -At Anna'a death the estate of Ligzie Q was augment T by M.,,l
24 g dnna'’s eatote. The' nert expected happening.occurred tdHo monihs Gt

§ »s “Anna Brown's dea‘th when Lizzie @ passed away at the home of her dcught
25 Mollie Burkharit, the wife of Ernest Burkhart. Lizzie Q's estcte plus

. half of Anna Brownv’a, eetate therefore passec{ in bulk to the Burkbartn

2“@%%' ST !’Aj‘ter Anna Brown 's death, an inuestzgatzon was inmediately

e'barted and her brother-in-law, William E., Smith, was the most active
q‘*uenber of the femily in pursuing the investigation. Both he and his ..
‘Uife were very outspoken in their belief that ¥.X Hale and his R
.3 “nephews were responsible for the murder. Bryon Burkhart wes arrested h
8 24 and charged with the murder of Anna Brown in -the state courts; }‘o.oeuer, '
g 35.. he was acguitted. : _ '

H

} He
'gi “s.. - ' Anna Brown hod @ cous8in, o picturesque full-blooded Usage o
;8 *Indtpn nomed Henry Roan. In January, 1923, Roan was 1iving with his .7

19- ~wife Mary, also o full-blooded Usage, and their children at Fairfaz, =
s .a Oklahoma. On February 86, 1923, an Indian boy found an auiomolile in &
;I ‘rocky swale a few miles nortiwest of Feirfor. On the front bf:u.; m-‘w‘ =

'the body of Henry E.an=--a bullet hole in his hecd. T

Shortly after Roan's death Hale presented for paymenu a
#85,000 insurance policy on the life on Henry Roan. :

F :s %‘"ﬂ." - Williem E. Smith, the husband of Rita and the brother-in-law =
31 ‘of Anna Brown, was living in a comfortable home with his wife and a :
i “white servant girl named Nettie Brookshire. Smith had cortinued his
= ;’ active. tnvestigation of the murder of Anna Brown and hed a bitier -
£330 gltercafion with Hple, due not only to his letiing it be known thap Re
_had evifence involving Hale in the murder of Anna, but alco becaunf he -
+ §§ demande that Hale pay hinm $6,000 he allegedly ocwed him. On March .,B;,_-;;,'_.
. ;‘ 1923 88 than two months after Henry Roan's body was Sfound, Szﬂt?h fa
7,1 eéa Foirfor wae demolished by an explosion. KHis wzfe, Pita, G

B T
. :‘ { “‘-‘ll’q‘mﬁw ua-u.on‘.“-. - i
T A 4: - -« A - ;
o .. “n*_&_ 9"1—-\‘&“"" 4‘- .
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their”bodics being “lown asunder. Emzth hims. f wae rescuedjj?pa fﬁ
1 “lingered for adout Sour days when he diedsi--Bafore he Pag

made ¢ dying declaration that the only enemies he hod iIN §®
on he could suspect of blowing up his home were Eble cnd. $

7 if%er the passing of Rita Smith, the only member of Lfkg
) 1:* Pantlu reggtnina was lel:e Burkhart, Ernestls mife. In additimf
, ‘4‘#wiping out Smith's $6,000 clain ugainat Hale and eltm%natzng c naR . o
*:vs,*anziaus to see the Hale-Burkhart faction brought to justice, this- tripla
if 16 murder was calculated to further enrich the Ernest Burkhart family by i .
$ 17 appro:imately #$150,000 from the esi®te of Ritac Smith, since Mollie. ~ .-
18 i-Burkhart was Rita'’s only -surviving.sister. However, this had been. eir=_ .
: ;;-qupvented by @ Joint will made by Rita and her husband under vhich t o
20. fi!rvivor of the two was to acquire the estate of the first to die. -
24 ‘Since Smith survived Rita by approzimately four dgys all of the propel
&) -> passed to him cnd, at his death, to a daughter of Smith's by a fornew
B 23  marriage, a girl livzng in Arkanaaa unknowy to Hale and the erkharw'”
? -';L_,T A -
§;f3' ‘ ""g The FBT entered the inuestigation of these brutal murdera
26 1923 and spent years of painstaking tnvestigation in unraveling tha
27~ "mystery and gathering from all parts of the.country the necessary

« avidence to convict the guilty parties. Special Agenis, carefully.
; 9'3391eoted because of their knowledge of Indian and frant;er life, drove
: 30*-thousanda of miles through the oil'fields day and night in the Aeaty.
31" ucold, rain, snow and mud in running out innumerable leads, many of
‘:12 ‘which were designed to confuse them and throw them off the trail qf
d33 the .rue perpetrators.

-;35 s*' : Private detectives, many of whom were hired by the murderers -
;35 thenselvea to frusirate the investigation, had spent meny months on :
“the cases, interviewing nuURETrous persons many times.

' ,%, a-”
[

£ gg P ' To overcome some of the obstacles with which they were fbced,

2¥4 .0 ~Some of the Agents assumed undercover capacities ircluding an (asurauce

3 2y .8clesman, an Indian "medicine man,”® a cattleman,.a prospector and a_g“'"'
42 . iplain Teras cowboy. The lives of the Agents investigating these wi - p
é3 nurdiri ere constantly in danger 8ince the area abounded with rabbers‘
&_and le

‘s“fu- ' FBI investigations revealed that wiiliam K. Hale, a nillioncir.
6 rancher, was the mostermind behind the murders which were further

deafgned to augment his wealth.

5'4," A Ihvestigatzons revecled that on the nzght of her murder,

2 50 Anna had been plied with liquor by Kelsey Morrison, o neat-appedring

31 white mgn of very pad reputation, ond Bryan Burikhart, who were accpnnnani

.52 by Morr§son's (Osage wife. They drove by the ranch house of d:l’iasﬂgg.

ﬂh;e w

gave Morrigson a .32 caliber automatic pistol to kill £Lnrao
8 house the porty drove to within a few hundred feet of where

uca later found,and while Bryan Burkhart held the drunkenignﬂa,

e e
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Morrison shot her through the back of the headp Hbrrisau Ia%er 2os [ 85
that hehad murdered Anna at the instigation of Holes - Horrison’ %eai 3
T to the ,;bcta at Hale's trial and was corroboreted by his wifs m&a

JZ'hnn*7p ayr wmho gtnted from the witness stand thot he saw Anng r
. i W W i

Comurder Dhilc ;;E;;;ring whisky orderedvs;-ﬂbrriaon and BUrkua

ale bought Bamoey 14 8500 Ford car prior to the Roan “murder as part,:'V
f 15 . ment for the deed and paid him #1 000 in oash qfter the murder had Dbe
:“6 cénmztted. " : . | ._“i

- ‘

John Ramsey did not even’ knam ann 8 nome when he murde
EF but had 8imp1m~had Roan. pointed out to him on the streets of -
0. %¥airsaxr, Oklahoma, aé the Indian Hole wanted killed. Ramsey mode
Zlfﬁfrieuda with Roan through Roan's fondness for whisky and took Aim out
“2 ‘on several occaaions, oatensibly to jurnieh him liquor but in *ealx*g
23 Efﬂ muUTGET nll- UPDH‘BGCR 06@5510”, uamseg *087 hisg nerue, uwa.Oﬁ
24" wanuary 28, 1923, he persuaded Roan to drive to the bottom of @ annyoﬂ'
25 "Here he'-shot Roan through the back of the head with a .45 caliber
26" npiotol. Hale laier expressed anger that Ramsey had shot Roan in tke &
§ 27 back ‘of the head. since it had been planned to make it appear that Kaam
"2a;aomnitted suicide. Hale was a self-appointed palldearer at Roan!
.-29 neral, and Ramsey, upon uzewxng the body, pretended to be deepl
130 -qﬁfected. :
- R

‘:"’f The facts surrounding the murder of Roun were corrobora
5l 127 by the confessions of Ramsey and Ernest Burkhart who was present
4 34 .- all negot;at;ons relatiue to the murder. '
x 35\1"' ' . '
4 36 ) Investigation revealed that Hale hired John Ramsey and Q

2 3wsza ?Aoe" Kirby to murder Filliam E. Smith and his wife. Ernesst ,
K Burkhart, acting under. instructions from his uncle, pozntea out Saith"
19 house to Ramsey and Xirby and sought Ramsey out to tell him when the’

4 <0  Smiths should be murdered.

3 41 . Do
42,%ﬁ" Agents learned that a five~gallon keg of nztroglycertn hmd
M 43 been placed under the Smith residence and ignited. ;

“ -
149 'fe ' Agents alao learned that Eale had attempted to hire al

< & say;ng that he had no compunciion at robdbbing a train or blou;ng a
1 48 .8afe ond killing individuals in the course of such c¢rimes, but he.

i 49 had not sunk so low as to murder helpless 1ndlu;duals,for moneys
t gy After Spencer's refusal, Hale attemptied to hLire other cr;wtnvlﬂ
51 murder tlliam Smith and his wife, but all refused.

52 - i _ i
£3-% RN , After the-ﬁmith massacre, the became afraid that Xirby
*stm!myld 'ke known Eale'a connection with the murders. Acccrdingly,

: = Mot ol TFd e, P S R
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vould allegcdly find belwable gens.% The ownerwf the storz wus
‘turn jnffrmed of the ezxact Rhour of the contemplated 1"01‘:*23431";{,:m*'i ﬁ#_

EFirby f@ced entrance into the store through a window, he wos %

o s =] LR, k4

ww:lﬁ-_-_yu-wwv ‘

“withoceleral shotgun blasts resulting in his death. Thua anc ap
'qttn—ssr,_o ¢ould haove iupltcated Hale and his associates 0gs reh
‘2 -*qlf*xruest Burkhart proved to be the weak link in the Fole

¥ 133 rgauizatton and was the first to confess. Burkhart pas o weake.
} 1 willeq individucl completely dominated by Hole and would no% hesitnic
iz “#o,d0 anyihing kis uncle desired. WNhen John Ramsey learned how much
,aevidence the FBI Agents had compileq, he too nade a complete confbsaio
; Lg;af'hia nart tn the murders. . _
i L8 e oA,

T i "_._ v

b “In additian to the aolution of the murders, Agents d;s&vyeﬁe&
O?that ﬂbllie Burkhart, Ernest’s fullblooded Osage wife, was dying fron
35‘what was belteved to be slow poisoning. It is an estublished fact'
4 ;3 that when she was removed from the conirol of Burkhart and bcTE, sk
3 gtnmedzately regoined her health. At Molli&'s death, Ernest Surkhort
,; Hale's qephem, wbald have acquired the entire fortune of the szzie S
;56 jhnily. - P ) :;
"37 ' o Hule's\lawyers employed every device, legal and zllegal,
B ‘s—to ‘6btain: their client's freedonm. Dgfense witnesses committed '
' -g’perjury,and many of the prosecution's witnessces were intimidated
: *Q:cnd threatened. Many individuals subsequently received Sentences
: ;% fbr their perJury a8 a result of FBI invesiigutions.

'.‘_4)

€.33" ' ) ¥illiam X, Hale and John Rams8ey were iried four times =
a 34 twice in the Federal District Court at Guthrie, Cklahoma, once in
; 3§_the Federal District Court at Oklahome City, Cklahoma, cnd once
?’2 in the Federel District Court at Pawhuska, Cklchoma. They were

} 7 -convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment irn the Federal s
,33'}%nltentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, for the murder of Lenry Rcane -
B 13 Phe United States tad jurisdiction only over the place where Eenry ’
540 Boon was murdered.

“2¢E* . Other _sentences were imposed in the state courts jor “ereis
% 43 over which the United States had no jurisdiction. Ernest Burkharty -
44 receivéd life imprisonment for his part in the murder of William E. . -
+ 43 Smith and fomily. Xelsey Morrison was given life imprisonment for
> 46 the murder of Anna Brown. Bryan Burkhart turned state’s evidence.
sa:;“ig‘atate court and was never convicted.

~ 49 . 7 ° Information obtained by an FBI Agent indiccited that in
22 50 connectjon with the mysterious deaths of a larce number of Ind’ans, -
73 51 the perfletrators of the crime would get an Indian drunk, lave a ;
% 52 "doctor fzomine him, prodounce him intoriccted and give him o

: 33_hypoder ic zngectzon’of morphine. After the doctor departeq,thb
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fmgungf;cnb;ra_would inject an enormous Gmount of norphine,&ndg;tiﬁé;
“armpit of the drunken Indian which would result in his death. The
doctor'n_rsrtgficate would subsequently read, "Peath from alcohol st

Safe T

T I e oy

ta case established the meed for a ploncering effcrt
. & driag to low enforcement all the scientific aids which
T3 later yegrs have been of so much assistance to the FBI in its -
13 jfnvestigations. ' | S .
PRt A : S - i
,sgy;.,m;‘“ In the so-called autopsy, for example, of Anna. Brown'’s body,
1¢ ®hich was discovered five or sir days after her death on May 27, 1921,
B -+ it was reported that no bullet was djiscovered. Similarly, no evidence
:jla;uquRrgacrved in many oS the other deaths prior to the FBI'a entry
dato. the cose:: ARSI <
;?%;W?’ﬁ‘ .. The case along with others pointed to the need of applying -
science to crime detection which was accomplished with the establishnel

;\'gg%gffthc FBI Laboratory im 1932,
e > R ‘ ¢

WL - . Upon the suoccessful conclusion of the” cases against Hal
26 and Romsey and the other individuals involved in the murders, the
zjgosagejlndtans, thrqugh their tribal council, passed resolutions

2g -0Bich are enrolled ‘on the records of the tribe., These resolutions:
: 2gjezprean appreciation for the great service rendered by Agents of

i 7@#‘”’ Federal Buresu of Investigation in breaking up the vicious .
i -V murder ring which had been preying upon the Osage tribe for years.
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‘

o tO utllizmg actual names of any principals or so identifying them in any way.
‘that we may be subjected to a libel suit by the prTnc-xpals. We shoulc keep -
- this in mmd in the event any arncles or motion picture films are made on * ,

this case. N
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- You requested additional informat;on regording s
scientific crime detection and status of principal
- subjects to supplement a sik-page memorandum doted
August 4, 1954, on this subject. Accordingly, the
attached is sudmitted. o ‘
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FXAKINATION OF EVIDENCE

R

: Jnna Brown's body was d;scovered on Moy RF, 1S5i,
concluded that she had been dead five or sixr deys.,

The fp~called autopsy waes performed by locacl dogtors and

“thesdpurial was by o local undertaker. The doctors and the_
undertaker were allegedly tied in with the Osage outlows. *

~*It was denied that a bullet was ever discovered by these .

1ndivtduals.

AL Henry Roan 8 body was Tocated February 8, 1523."
U..aﬁficers surmised that he had been dead approximately ien

-A lecal joguest was held“but no pertznent evzdenca

"f ’ L

Ihe Smith massacre occurred on March 10, 1S23. 4
~%ﬁ, pheuiat,fron Oklahoma 4. & M. was called in to conduct on

24 77 < gxamination of. the Smith premises. Thid ‘tnvestigation

28 . concluded that a lorge quantity of TNT or niiroglycerin

§ 25 . had been placed under the house. This information later

g 27 proued of value wﬁen quest;on;ng suspecta..

- -

[ 4

.”3: The Osage Tribal Council im March, 1923, reouesved
;the services of the Depariment of Justice in this maiter.
. " The FBI, then called the Bureou of Investigation, enterec
3 Qj the case afier it was determined that the inited Stotes had
32 . jurisdiction over the place where Henry Roan was killed.

b BSWSH This cose and similar cases demonstrated the need
3 36 - for acientifiic aids in crime detection which led to the
“1?§¢‘catoblzshment of the FRI. Laboratory in 1932.

.
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STATUS OF PRINGIFAL SUBJECTS = *

L 3 K {'* : T . 4

- ¥illiom K. the, Jokn Eamsey, Frnest Burkhart cnﬁ
.3@3 Morriaon ecch received seatences of life impric..m:pg
hAer in Federal or state courts for their partic;pat;orﬁ%',
" Osoge Ihdian murders. Avaflable information indic: es

* 'Hele was pareled in July, 1947. He was ftngerpriuted
in Phoeniz, Arizona in August, 1852, dur:ng a donvict reg;&trﬂ-
m%,.%ion. » i .‘_ E

T John Romsey was paroled from the United States
ZPenitenttary,-Leavennorth, Kensas, in November, 1947, after -

;* which he began residing with a son in Idaho. In 19459, he

“compldined to his probction officer beccuse his name had *

' been used in a comic book entitled "Steve Scunders, Spuczal

;"Agent" which’ as,published by True Comics. o
e (‘. - Lp..

L Kelsey Hbrrtson’was paroled in 1521. SubseQMently,
“he was conuicted Jor violdation of the Hational Frohibition
“Act'and reoéilvéd a four—year sentence.. In 1936, he wos con<
ditionally released from prison, and 4 Mey, IS37, he was
'ktlled in o gun battle with police officers in satrfoxr, -

Oklahoma. . .

s Ernest Burkhart was confined to the Oklchoma bta*e
Pen;tent;ary in YcAlester, Oklahoma, [from which he we s p“roled
: . "in 1937. In April, 1941, charged with ‘theft in “ecileral :

»+ - District Court, Northern District of Oklahkoma, he was
.sentenced to serve seven years ot the Federcl Penitentiary,;ﬁ
A%lanta, Feorgia. He was conditionally relecsed in Augusi,

" e~ e .
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THOMAS B. WHI'E, SR.
FORIER GFECTAL AGLNT
CHAIRIAN, BOAHD UF PARDONS AND FAROLES
AUST1Y, TEXAS

AP B

IETLE X

T PR R PO

‘ x bjj‘} < IA{JMM heoe |

: i % - As you requested, tnis is a sumary of pertinent
iniormatlon concerning Thomas B. White, Sr. In a letuer

tne Director dated Seplember 3, 195k, White indicated that

;he _expected to attend the “ngrican Prison Association Cune -

“yention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, white witl be held

.p'om Octobdr 22,through October 29, 1954. Whité stated that

‘hé hoped to stop by and sce the Director after tne conveniion

‘on his return trip to Texas. By letter dateu sepierber 9,

- 1954, the Pirector wrote White that he looked forward %o seeing
him in Washington in October. In response t6 “Mite's quiry

- about the story of the Osage Indian murder cascs beiny *1lmed

. and his offer to arfora iniformation about the cases, the Sirecltor
"wrote that he had no knowledge that a definitc decision aad been
reached to make such a film but that ne woulu tear Lhite in minc

. if getinite plans concerning: the picliure snoulu Le calizd to his R

~ attention. In the event tiint the lirector snould care to revies ~— - an

the facts in this case, nomoranda concerning ihe casc ~ng the R '

present status of the principal subjects of the Usa e Ixm.cm C

murder case are atiached. N

l(

.{hlte r,OD with the Bureau as a Srectsl ‘-;f,_'ent DN

August 1o, 1917, when ne vas thdrly-six years - age, s
resigned larchk 5, tye7, at widich time he wus acting as ..xdon
at the United btateb l'enitentiary at Leavenuioriiy, K;m.m:, Zis :
" record of service with the Dureau was goouc, snc he nas dsen Very Qi
“ cooperative with Bureau Agents since his resignation. inive has

Rk

had extensive expericnce as a prison warden, zna on warcil 1, r .
1951, he retirea trom the position as warden ol the Feueral I
_ correcticvnal Institute at fa T Tuna, Texas. 4% tie preseat Line, A
- . " lr. Jhite is chuirman of the Board of Pardons and Faroles, Stute ' o .

of Texas, Austin, Texas. His son, Thoms Bruce unite, dr., 1is

P}
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to ﬁr- Nioiois . e OﬂtObﬂ'r 21,

ol

&pecial sgent assxgned to tne El Paso Division, having
- tered on cuty as an Agenu on Noverber 6, 13937. Bufiles
.. refiect a great deal of vary cordial corresponuence wita
>0t White, and siuce Mg retirescnt his r-lationship witn the
- Bureau has been most favorable. (67-1712, 94-L4-0150,
" 67-123849) :

-

 RECOIMEND. fION: e S

Bl *

. Tha#«if the DlI‘BCtDI"B conxmtments allow, he see
1&. White on the occasion of his econtenplated visit to the _
Bureau after the convention of the American Prison Avsoca,atlon
.on October 29, 195u. oo : .

P : * .
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i he following message via AIR TEL Sty
o ATR MAIL |
S - "'""ii&» . {Priority or Method of Mailing) P
e ML R VAR . 2o
3 : FromBAC, Phoenix .’ SR e fg R
2 - A S o : ™
: ¥To:y -Director, oI and SAC, Butte' PERSONAL ATTENTIOR i
TR . VN j “7~  MR. L. B. NICHOLS, '
35 -:q:ﬁﬁ Cgr‘f" . g . Assistant to the Direota: .
N * ' - " - e - “'
J'UIILIAN KING HALE TER e | j«&f
: IHEORMATION CONCERNING " RO - &

o L LV P '1 : *‘7
Buphonecall Jh/13/56 ﬂfft#’fﬁ K
e

Phoehix PD record c 2120 reflects registration of WII LLIAY
KINGTHALE as ex-convict in 1952, he havIng served time for
) in Ledvenworth Penitentiary. HALE was described es
‘78 ye'srs in 1952, born Greenville, Texas. FKis address in . .
:1953 was shown’as 120 East Ocotillo Rosd, Thoenix, which is Z

4% ine Fesidence: 5¢ Max A. COREN, oflmen, .| =~ 7z

‘w_aﬁ 4

FQLE, f" j k-
¥ fnow 80 years of age and in good health, p*:ﬂently residing L
100 Hubbell Street, Miles City, Montena, c/o ROY “LREI\:E.bGE.RM&'_-

-r;For Lnformation Butte, Assistant to the Director L7 CHOLS <
-requested very discreet determination of w'sresbouts and '
the gepgral activ;ties of EALE who was one of ringleaders
In.théez investigated by the Buresu in the
16208, BUTTm discreetly confirm BALE's wroresbovts and &
'determins)in general what he is-doing now =n. auv; se Buresu rﬂ;
by airtel ‘addreéssed to the personal attention of ir. NICHOLS.

2 e en-ﬁsﬂa\'
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g 5  FEDERAL BURBAU OF INVESTIGATION::

4 __"! hS - \?.
a3l _ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE:+ i

"AIRTEL o , o i

he follonng Wnesu‘e vor . BUREAU”__‘

w&

e -
7’é PERSONAL ATTENTION ° i

Mr. L. B. NICHOLS,
Assistant Lo the Dlrecnor

WILLIAM KING HALE
;[NFOMATION cone

P, Ungted States Commlssiener and Police Judge, :
y,_Mbntana, on May 2, 1956, ddvised SA DANIEL a. /.-
that he is acquainted with WILLIAF KING HALE 'waJ‘_w
E ale the subject of the Bureau case once recounted,
1N ﬁi#b magazine as the "FBI's Strangest Case". -
_LOOP''said that he was reared in the vicinity of- Carnegie,
”_Oklahoma, ngaggghe place where HALE operated and that he . .

on occasions discussed old times in the State of Okla~’a

" homa with%ﬂALEa: LOOP said that HALE arrived in Miles Clty,.
- Montanal}&r@a about four to five years azo and was first - -
) employeﬁzon a fdnch owned by BENNY BINION now a Federal
prisoner as-a result of conviction for Federal inccme tax
‘evasion"* TPisoranch is located north of Jordan, Montana,
Y in Garff%ldgcoﬂﬁty. HALE was employed for about one year
on‘this ranqh .

O

I ﬁ’&dﬁ‘ Y

_ é{ter terminatlon of this employment HALZ worked as a
shwasher in the Range Riders' Bar- and Cafe, Miles City,
ontana owned and operated by DOLA N. WILSON. 1002 =
Y adviged that HALE was periodically employed at this estabiisu
,“ment until the fall of 1955, during which time HALE was a - ;
grellow employee of PAUL DAVIS whom LOOP describes as a '(ff;v
$tmer prison mate of HALE at "the U. S. Penitentiary, £
eavenworth, Kansas, having been convicted of the crime of AR
; purder.<:DAVIS is presently employed at the Red Rock Village;
¥ a motor-restaurant-drive inn. comblnation east of Miles City.,‘;.

»,

3 employed as a real estate galesman for Hatch Real Esta

¢y, Miles'City, Montana, sajd that H.LE has attempted '
from ar und Kansas Clty,'ﬁp

_ ﬂt\ sﬁﬁ %&Jﬁmﬁn’s&f
‘ -ﬁ Sent._____________u Par | ‘\.j-"‘a.

u[al Agent in Charge .

———
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WILLIAM KING HALE
INFORMATION CONCERNING

pﬁh '100P said HALE lives with a family by the name of DEREMBUREE&H
%" in Miles City with whom he apparently became acquainted while
- working on the BINION ranch, ds some members of the: DEREHBURGER
T r!anily reside in the vicinity'of Jordan, Montana.;‘g ,

AL S

f‘Hrs. ROY'W!TSON 815 North 5th Street, Miles City, Montana,
“¥.'on'May 8, 1956, ’advised SA CURNAN that HALE lives with ROY:~
' DEREMBURGER and family at 400 Hubbel Street, Miles -City.

" Mrs. WATSON said.that ROY DEREMBURGERrpresently is emplaymﬁ
‘at, the U. S, -Range Livestock Experimental Station, Fort . .-
Keogh, Miles City, Montana. WATSON said that HALE occasiona_
takes trips to the State or Texas accompanied by Mrs. BDY
DEBEMBURGER.\ . v . L

e & -
on ‘May 18 1956 CHARLES WILSON, bartender Range Riders'-
Bar and Cafe, son of DOLA N. WILDOY advised that the emplny~«
;ment records of his establishment reflect that BILLY H:iLE,
‘SSN 516-40-2273, began his employment as a dishwasher on -
April 1, 1954, and terminated his employment on December 13, -
21955, CHARLES WILSON advised that the records indicate that
HALE was periodically employed during this time.

'

The Butte Division will immediately furnish to tihie Bureau .
any nertinent information concerning the activities of HALE.

=
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" There are attached excerpts concerning the above-
captioned case taken from "The FBI Story, A Report to the People,™ ..
" - by Don Whitehead published by Random House, 1956. These excerpts
1&re from page(s) _113-118, 336 _ of the book.

©© - The full text of the book mgy be found in the FEI lerary'
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BANKER WILLIAM K. HALE returned from the annual -

Texas Fat Cattle Show to find his home town of Fairfax, Oklahoma,,
pped by excitement . . . and fear.

As he walked Up Main Street from the rauway Slatiﬂl'l, Iiis friends

_ stopped him to tell him the news. Their stories were confused, but he
" gathered that while he was in Fort Worth, an explosion had literally

rocked the town. A few people who happened to be up and about at
_ three o’clock that morning had seen a sheet of flames enguif the Bill

.. Smith home—and then came the blast that ripped the big house apart. -

“. .« Killed Rita and the maid and Bill's dying . . . blew 'em to
_ hell and gone . . . not much left of the house but a pile of kindlin’
" wood.” Some people recalled hearing an automobile race through the

tOWll a few mmulc_s before the explos:on NO_ one could describe the T

".car or driven. ""-

Despite the confusion, Hale knew what it was. Tt was murder. 'I'he.
~ banker stopped to talk with his friend, the mayor, and discuss the ter-
_rible thing that had happened.

Hale left the mayor’s office and walked on Up the street, thinking

. of Bill Smith. He had known Bill and his wife, Rita, for years. They

had lived out in the country until recently, when they decided to move
into town. Rita’s sister, Mollie, was married to one of Hale's nephews.
So there really was a distant family relationship.

Banker Hale still had the Smith murders on his mind a few days

" later when he sent for Asa Kirby, who frequently did odd jobs for him.

The two men talked for a while and then Kirby left the Hale house.
Later, Hale strolled downtown. He entered one of the Main Street

swres and chatted confidentially with the proprietor. There was talk

around town that the storckeeper had a valuable collection of dia-

" monds _in his safe.

That night the wmerchant didn’t go home. He locked himsel{ in the
store and waited with a shotgun in his hands. It was about 2:30 a.Mm.

' when he heard the rear window of the store being pried open. And

" then a dark figure was framed in the window.
The shotgun roared, blasting “Ace” Kirby out of the window, mor-

‘ tally wounded. Dead men tell no tales—and Kirby would never be able

to name the man who bad paid him and a companion to blow up the
home of Bill Smith.

_ That was Osage County, Oklashoma, in March, 1923, a dark an
bloody hunting ground if ever there was one; and the craftiest hunter

Don Whitehead
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o ““yof them all in this oil-and-Indian

Hale had no trouble making friends.

some other white man.

led income.

ers. If anyone talked too much . . .

up. Nobody had cver proved that Bill Hale had done anything wrong,
Before the turn of the century, Bill Hale had left his family’s ranch -

near Groenville, Texas, and drifte into the “bandit hills™ of Osage
2 County. This was rough, broken country where outlaws bid in the ra-
vines apd caves, safe from pursuit until they were ready to ride again.

kingdom was Witliam K.m

banker, cattleman, merchant, politician and killer-by-proxy.

'} Throughout the Roaring Twenties there was no stranger case than]
ﬂntofHalc,wbobecameknownu“ngoftthsagemﬂs“

-, For tweaty years, Bill Hale was a power above the Iaw in Osa =y

" " County, growing rich from frauds and murders planned behind a fromt
* - of respectability. He didn’t kill with his own hands. He hired his kill. ' ..

well, there were ways to shut him .

He lived in a tent for a time, scratching out a living by tradmg with
the Indians. Curiously, when an Indian reported some of his cattle
missing in ong part of the county, Hale wouldJurg up in another part
witk quantities of fresh meat for sale.” AN

One day Hale went to collect a small bill from an Indian customer,

. only to find the man had just died. This wasn’t misfortune for Hale—
it was apportunity knocking for the first time. .
" Hale saw a lawyer and arranged to have a lien filed against almost
ing the Indian had owned, including land, cattle and household
posscssions. It was sheer robbery, and the Indian’s relatives prepared
to fight the claim. But out of the badlands came Hale’s friends to swear
the Indian rightfully owed Hale the money. Yes, sir, they had heard
Bill Hale plenty of times demanding payment from the Indian. More-
over, the Indian had acknowledged the debt. There wasn’t a shred of
documentary proof to support the claim, but Hale won his case.

After that it was easy. Rarely did an Indian die that there wasn't

a claim of some kind against his property, filed either by Hale or by

Then came the deluge of wealth for Osage County. Drillers struck
oil and almost overnight the Osage Indians became the richest people
per capita on earth. By reason of the “head rights” granted by the fed-

* eral government to some 2,200 full-biooded Osage Indians, they were

! eligible to share the royalties paid on each gallon of oil pumped from
their reservation. And there were the bonuses, too, from the lease sales.

! ' When an Osage died, his “head right” was passed on to his heirs. In
this manner some Indians had more than one share in the tribes

Suddenly these Indians who had lived in poveity were fabulously’
wealthy. They bought huge houses and then spent most of their ti
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~ Jin tents in the back yard. Grocery bills of more than §1,000 s month

#f bor one family were not uncommon. They vied with each ther to aeg.;
d who could get the largest car. One Indian went 10 Oklahoma City and |
t a new, shiny hearse with plass sides. He liked 1o ride through
. the countryside and admire the scenery from the depths of a comfort- *
" able rocking chair. The hearsc was driven by a high-priced uniformed
. cheuffeur. .

The Osages were like children released in a vast new wonderland.
But it was a wonderland that was to bring them misery, and even
death.

The swindlers, gamblers, prostitutes, pimps and tauts moved in to
share the Osage wealth. White men mﬁ‘r)ned Indian women solely to
get-their hands on the oil money. Others developed a sudden “concern”
for the Osages’, welfare, and arranged to have themselves named legal -
guardians with control over their wards’ money. Loan sharks charged .
exorbitant interest rates. Salesmen asked, and received, outrageous
prices for their merchandise. Some Indians protested bitterly. But there
were_few to listen, -

Bill Hale prospered as the Indians prospered. By 1920 the one-time
cowpoke had moved from his tent in the badlands into control of a
50,000-acre ranch stocked with cattle and fine horses. He controlled a
bank in Fairfak, and owned part interest in a mercantile store and an -
undertaking establishment. Whenever a full-blooded Osagc died, Bill
Hale prospered in some faghion.
~ The number of unsolved murders of Indians increased. They found
Charlie Whitehorn with two bullet holes in his forchead. Joe Yellow
Horse died frothing at the mouth and Bill Stetson, the great Osage
roper, and Nina Smith, both full-bloods, died violently. Folks said it was
poisoned whiskey.

Barney McBride, 2 white oil man, was enraged by the scandalous
treatment of his Indian friends. The tribal chiefs appealed to him to
help put a stop to the thievery and the murder and McBride set out
for Washington to make a protest. His body, horribly nwtilated, was
found stufféd in a culvert near Meadows, Maryland. He died before
filing the protest.

Joe (Gray Horse) Bates died, too, and Bill Hzle produced a deed
to his lands. When George Bigheart died, Hale allegedly had an argu-
ment at his deathbed over a deed which Hale claimed had been made
to him. George Bigheart's lawyer was reported to have said the deed
was fraudulent. The lawyer later fell—or was thrown—from a train. [

He was ground to death by the wheels,
Then the “King of the Osage Hills” got the most brilliant idea of his
hfc He must havc wondered why the scheme hadnt occurrcd to hxm
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